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ANNCR: 

AMERICAN AND BULGARIAN PROFESSORS ARE MEETING IN VARNA, 
BULGARIA, THIS WEEK TO DISCUSS VARIOUS ASPECTS OF BULGARIAN 
HISTORY AND LIFE. MOST OF THE ACADEMIC PAPERS AVOID ANY 
REFERENCE TO CURRENT EVENTS. ONE EXCEPTION IS VERMONT 
UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR LUBOMIR DELLINS' PAPER ON AMERICAN- 
BULGARIAN TRADE RELATIONS. VOA CORRESPONDENT RON PEMSTEIN 
TALKED WITH PROFESSOR DELLIN AND HAS THIS REPORT FROM VARNA. 
VOICE: 

BULGARIA -~ AS ONE OF THE SOVIET UNIONS CLOSEST ALLIES -- 
IS SUBJECT TO AMERICAN LEGISLATION WHICH PLACES SPECIAL 
TARIFFS ON GOODS FROM COMMUNIST COUNTRIES THAT RESTRICT 
EMIGRATION OF THEIR CITIZENS, POLAND AND ROMANIA CURRENTLY 
RECEIVE SO~CALLED MOST FAVORED NATION TREATMENT, WHICH 
REMOVES THE EXTRA TARIFFS. THE U.S. SENATE HAS APPROVED 
SIMILAR TREATMENT FOR ANOTHER SOVIET ALLY, HUNGARY. 

THE AMERICAN LEGISLATION IS AIMED PRINCIPALLY AT 
SOVIET RESTRICTIONS ON JEWISH EMIGRATION, BULGARIA HAS 
STRICT LAWS CONCERNING EMIGRATION BUT HAS WORKED WITH THE 
UNITED STATES ON SETTLING FAMILY REUNIFICATION CASES. 
AMERICAN AMBASSADOR RAYMOND GARTHOFF TOLD VOA HE SEES NO 
REASON BULGARIA CANNOT BE GRANTED MOST FAVORED NATION STATUS 
IN VIEW OF MOVES TO GRANT IT TO HUNGARY. 

BUT VERMONT UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR LUBOMIR DELLIN SAYS 
THE PROBLEMS FOR AMERICAN-BULGARIAN TRADE EXTEND BEYOND 
THE REMOVAL OF TARIFFS AND THE GRANTING OF U.S. EXPORT=IMPORT 
BANK CREDITS. 
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A COMBINATION OF FACTORS BEYOND THE LEGISLATION, I 
THINK, ARE THERE, SO THERE IS NO MAGIC, I FEEL THAT IF AND 
WHEN THE LEGISLATIVE RESTRICTIONS ARE CHANGED, THAT IT'S NOT 
A PANACEA -- THAT WE WILL HAVE NOW BULGARIAN PRODUCTS BEING 
SOLD IN THE UNITED STATES THE NEXT MORNING. IT REQUIRES 
MORE THAN THAT, MARKETING, RESEARCH AND ALL THE OTHER 
THINGS THAT ARE QUITE SOPHISTICATED IN THE WEST." 

VOICE: 

CURRENTLY, TRADE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND BULGARIA 
IS SMALL, WITH AMERICAN IMPORTS OF BULGARIAN TOBACCO A 
MAJOR ELEMENT. THERE'S NO LACK OF DESIRE BY BULGARIA TO 
IMPORT AMERICAN TECHNOLOGY. BUT THERE IS A LACK OF CASH 
TO PAY FOR IT, THE BUREAU OF EAST-WEST TRADE ESTIMATES 
THAT BULGARIA OWES WESTERN COUNTRIES TWO THOUSAND SEVEN 
HUNDRED MILLION DOLLARS. PROFESSOR DELLIN SAYS BULGARIA 
HAS ONE OF THE POOREST RECORDS IN EASTERN EUROPE IN 
SERVICING ITS DEBT. ALTHOUGH ITS CREDIT RECORD REMAINS 
GOOD, PROFESSOR DELLIN SAYS, THE DEBT SERVICE IS BECOMING 
A GROWING BURDEN ON THE BULGARIAN ECONOMY, 

LAST YEAR, BULGARIA FELT OVER EXTENDED IN ITS HARD 
CURRENCY TRADE WITH THE WEST BECAUSE OF INFLATION, TRADE WITH 
THE UNITED STATES, WHICH HAD REACHED MORE THAN SEVENTY 
MILLION DOLLARS FELL BY FORTY PER CENT. BULGARIAN LEADERS 
ACCORDING TO PROFESSOR DELLIN, DECIDED TO CUT BACK, RATHER 
THAN INCREASE, IMPORTS. HE SAID BULGARIA MUST STRAIGHTEN OUT 
RELATIONSHIP WITH ITS TRADING PARTNERS IN EASTERN EUROPE, WITH 
WHOM IT HAS DEVELOPED TRADE DEFICITS FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 
THE LAST TWO OR THREE YEARS. 

IN SUM, PROFESSOR DELLIN BELIEVES IT WILL BE A LONG 
TIME BEFORE AMERICAN - BULGARIAN TRADE EXPANDS, REGARDLESS 
OF THE CURRENT CONGRESSIONAL RESTRICTIONS. 
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